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 First CRC Fulton 

August 18, 2024 - 9:00am 

Singing for Wisdom 

 

We Gather in Praise and Worship 

Prelude: Piano  

Welcome    

Announcements:  

Call To Worship: Pastor Michael  

God’s Greeting: Pastor Michael 

Mutual Greeting 

 

Worship Through Song: 

He Knows My Name  

Ancient Words  

 

Reading 

Leader: Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man 

who gains understanding, for she is more profitable than 

silver and yields better returns than gold.  

All: She is more precious than rubies; nothing you 

desire can compare with her.  

Leader: Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are 

riches and honor.  

All: Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are 

peace. 

Leader: She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; 

those who lay hold of her will be blessed. 

All: By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, 

by understanding he set the heavens in place; 

Leader: By his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the 

clouds let drop the dew. 

All: My son, preserve sound judgment and 

discernment. 



Leader: Do no let them out of your sight; they will be life 

for you, an ornament to grace your neck. 

All: Then you will go on your way in safety, and your 

foot will not stumble; when you lie down, you will not 

be afraid. When you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 

Leader: Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that 

overtakes the wicked, 

All: For the Lord will be your confidence and will keep 

your foot from being snared. 

 

Offering - General Fund & Faith Promise 

 

Congregational Prayer 

 

Worship in Song: 

Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise  

Thy Word 

 

We Prepare For & Hear God’s Word 

Scripture: Ephesians 5:15-20 
15Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as 

wise, 16making the most of every opportunity, because the 

days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand 

what the Lord’s will is. 18Do not get drunk on wine, which 

leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 
19speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs 

from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the 

Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for 

everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon: Singing for Wisdom - Pastor Michael 

Prayer 

 

WE DEPART WITH GOD’S BLESSING 

Parting Song: Great is Thy Faithfulness  



Blessing: Pastor Michael 

 

Announcements 

Correction to the Newsletter – Happy 48th Anniversary to 

Gayle and Roger on August 27th! 

 

Food Pantry – This is our scheduled week for donating 

items to the Fulton Food Pantry.  This month the suggested 

donation is Peanut butter and Tuna Fish. 

 

Remember in prayer our members in care facilities or 

homebound:  Carroll E, Betty S, Albert W 

 

Please send prayer requests to Pastor Michael at 

mhooke01@gmail.com. 

Please send all other bulletin information to 

FirstCRCFulton@live.com by Thursday at 7:00pm. 

August Birthdays 

2 Chris Roos 

3 Audrey Balk    

3 Isabelle Fletcher    

10 Lynell Breidenbach 

10 Mary Medenblik    

14 Pam Bielema 

14 Sara Burns     

15 Dale Schaver    

15 Jason Vander Eide   

18 Celia Behrens    

19 Andrew Zajicek    

20 Joseph Zajicek  

21 Brenda Bousman  

24 Teresa Dellit 

25 April Prins    

26 Julie Lutz     

28 Holly Bielema    

31 Joshua Bielema 

 

August Anniversaries 

3 Sam & Ruby Dykstra  

5 Lauren & Jeriann 

Medenblik  

9 Bill & Mary Medenblik 

27 Roger & Gayle Dykstra 

 



Deacons’ News 

Offerings Received 8/11/24: General Fund 

Benevolence: $122.00 Budget: $2,051.62 

Building Fund: $500.00 Received: $1,356.00 

   Short:  $695.62 

Offerings Today: General Fund & Faith Promise 

Offerings 8/25/24: General Fund & UCSB 

Please place your offerings in the plates as they are passed. 

 

Community News 

Pray for People Affected by Tropical Storm Debby - As 

Tropical Storm Debby swamps the US East Coast, World 

Renew Disaster Response Services (DRS) asks for your 

prayers for those most affected by the storm. After hitting the 

Florida panhandle as a Category-1 hurricane last weekend, 

Debby continued across Georgia, the Carolinas, and beyond. 

More than a foot of rain fell in some locations, forcing 

evacuations, creating significant flood risks, and causing six 

deaths. Please pray for safety for those who must evacuate or 

shelter in place. Pray for wisdom and strength for volunteers 

and emergency responders. Ask God to protect 500 residents 

in Sarasota, FL, who were evacuated last week due to 

flooding, even as DRS continues to respond to Hurricane Ian 

needs there from 2022. You can find more about the work of 

World Renew DRS in responding to 2024 hurricanes and other 

North American disasters at worldrenew.net/drs 

 

Discovery Center – Friday, August 23, 11 am to 1 pm -- 

Grillin' for Charity Fundraiser Lunch at First Central State 

Bank, Clinton's Lincolnway Location 

 

The Browns will be on the outdoor stage at Spring Valley 

Reformed Church, 10960 Spring Valley Road, Fulton IL, on 

Sunday, August 18 at 6:00 PM. Come and join us for an 



evening of praise and worship. A free-will offering will be 

taken. In case of inclement weather, the concert will be moved 

indoors. It’s truly a family affair when The Browns hit the 

stage with their music. The Dove Nominated, musical stylings 

of Adam, Michaela, Shelly and Andrew exude excitement on 

the stage and offer an experience to all who hear them. The 

Browns deliver the powerful message of the gospel through 

word and song that engage audiences of all ages. The Browns 

have been touring across the United States since the group 

began 20 years ago. The heralded group began on the local 

and state level and has expanded and grown into a national 

and international touring group. 

 

The Lesters will be on the outdoor stage at Spring Valley 

Reformed Church, 10960 Spring Valley Road, Fulton IL, on 

Sunday, August 25 at 6:00 PM. Come and join us for an 

evening of praise and worship. A free-will offering will be 

taken. In case of inclement weather, the concert will be moved 

indoors. 

Whether you have followed the music of the Lesters for years 

– or you’re just finding out about us for the very first time – 

we are so glad you’re here. We hope you will take a few 

minutes and catch up on the latest news of what God is doing 

through this ministry around the country.  Simply put, we love 

music and we love introducing others to Jesus Christ through 

our music and personal ministry. It’s a passion that began with 

our grandparents, Harvey and Opal Lester, in 1925. And it’s 

one that has endured to the third, fourth and fifth generations. 

 

Donor Relations Manager Resonate Global Mission - The 

successful candidate will develop relationships and implement 

a strategy with existing and potential donors that will increase 

financial support and resources, engage current constituents 

and cultivate potential donors in support of the ministry. This 



is a full time, hybrid position based in Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Apply by August 22 at 

https://crcna.pinpointhq.com/en/postings/f0f6792d-a239-

4674-a82e-7d0d71a58e94 

 

The CRCNA has just begun a search in the US and Canada 

for its next Director of Ecclesiastical Governance (formerly 

Director of Synodical Services). This position is responsible 

for supporting and encouraging effective ecclesiastical 

governance of our denomination, especially synod and the 

Council of Delegates. This position will further provide 

consultation and training to CRCNA classes and their leaders. 

A focus of this position will be assisting our ethnic minority 

leaders in their engagement at synod, the COD, and the 

classes. Finally, this position will prioritize Scripture and 

Spirit-centered practices of ecclesiastical governance in all 

CRCNA assemblies. The preferred candidate will have 

experience in congregational and classis leadership, an interest 

and expertise in church polity, experience in and/or 

willingness to develop intercultural ministry, and excellent 

capacity to work as part of a team. The full job description can 

be viewed here. 

Please join us in praying for this search process and in 

encouraging interested candidates to apply by August 30, 

2024. 

 

Information Technology Director - The CRCNA is hiring an 

Information Technology Director. The IT Director is 

responsible for establishing and executing the IT strategy, 

ensuring its integration with the mission strategy of the 

Christian Reformed Church (CRC), enabling the CRC to 

extend the reach of its mission. The IT Director participates in 

and contributes to the overall organization’s operating model 

by bringing current knowledge and future vision of leveraging 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrcna.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5d0a468ccba985c5b0985464e%26id%3Dcd5f594aea%26e%3D56f824ab6d&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cd2ca93012de74cf9cb7408dcb6fe2248%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638586449826148377%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gBfJVrg7cmOzf3i0AOvYE%2FlSGDJmlkq3v2U72C1r%2FOA%3D&reserved=0


information and technology in service of the organization’s 

mission. Apply now at https://crcna.pinpointhq.com/ 

 

Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Greece (March 28 - April 8, 

2025): Travel by motor coach (7 days) and cruise ship (3 days) 

to sites connected with Paul’s second and third missionary 

journeys, as well as visit other major sites of biblical, 

archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor 

at Calvin Theological Seminary and leading Pauline scholar, 

hosts this inspirational tour. For more information, 

contact Dr. Weima at 616-328-3110 or 

weimje@calvinseminary.edu.   

 

 

 August 18th August 25th  

Recorder & Sound Joe V David D 

Nursery Attendant Alida H Stacy S 

Snack Provider Virginia S Ann D 

Server Virginia S Ann D 

 

Weekly Calendar 

Today Sunday Worship 9:00 am 

Thursday, Aug 22nd Elders Meeting 6:00 pm 

 Deacons Meeting 6:30 pm  

 Council Meeting 6:45 pm 
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