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First CRC Fulton 

December 14th, 2025 - 9:00am 

“The Music of Hope” 
 

We Gather in Praise and Worship 

Prelude: Messiah 

Welcome: Bruce B. 

Announcements: Bruce B.  

Call To Worship: Bruce B. 

L: Come let us worship and rejoice! 

A: Praise be to God, the Lord has done great things! 

    Our Lord will do great things! 
 

God’s Greeting: Pastor John 

Mutual Greeting 
 

Worship Through Song:  

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee – Praise #53 

Away in a Manger - Praise #186 

 

Advent Reading: Joy 

Song of Joy: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus – Praise #172 
 

Congregational Prayer: Angie V. 

Offering: General Fund & Benevolence 

Offertory:  
 

We Prepare For & Hear God’s Word  

Scripture: Luke 1:46-56 
Mary’s Song 
46 And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 

    of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 



49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 

    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

    just as he promised our ancestors.” 
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then 

returned home. 

Sermon: “The Music of Hope” – Pastor John 

 

Celebration of Communion 

 

WE DEPART WITH GOD’S BLESSING 

Blessing: Pastor Byker  

Parting Song: Joy to the World - Praise #170 

 

Announcements 

Today we welcome Pastor John Byker. We look forward to 

worshipping with you today.  Thank you for sharing your love 

and talents with our congregation. 

 

The Baptism of Jasper Birks, which was scheduled for today, 

has been postponed to a later date due to the weather and will be 

announced when scheduled. 

 

Christmas Eve Service at 1st CRC will be led by Pastor Jake 

Ritzema on December 24th at 6:00pm. 



The beautiful Poinsettias are given in memory of: 

Harlan & Darrell Tiesman by Gen, Darla, & family 

The loved ones of the Ottens & Mathey families by Don and 

Barb Mathey 

Merle & Carol Bielema and Brad Lown by the Bruce and Lori 

Bielema families 

Jake & Florence Balk, and Roger Simon by Bonnie Simon 

Elmer & Alberta Vander Eide by Rollie and Lynda Vander Eide 

and Joe and Michelle Vander Eide 

Sid & Myrna Dykstra and Arthur & Eileen Thompson by Paul 

and Sheila Thompson 

Sebert & Phyllis Dykstra by the families of Roger and Gayle 

Dykstra, Sam and Ruby Dykstra, and Mark and Ann Dykstra 
 

Please send prayer requests or updates to Bruce at 

bjbielema@gmail.com.  

Please send all other bulletin information to  

FirstCRCFulton@live.com by Thursday at 7:00pm.  

 

December Birthdays 

1 Collin Burns 

1 Genevieve Tiesman  

1  Tucker Smith 

5 Kelly Dykstra 

6 Rollie Vander Eide  

7 Kayla Gallup 

8 Janelle Bradley 

9 Brenda Huizenga  

12 Don Mathey 

14 Alida Hooker 

18 Brenda Atherton  

21 Sheila Thompson 

26 Ana Ton 

27  Paige Vander Eide 

28  Rachel Elliot 

30 Stacy Stephenson
 

December Anniversaries 

6 Mark & Ann Dykstra 28 Albert & Gloria Wiebenga 
 

Deacons’ News 
 

Offerings Today: General Fund & Benevolence 

Offerings 12/21/25: General Fund & Faith Promise 
Please place your offerings in the plates as they are passed. 
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Offerings Received 12/7/25: General Fund 

Building Fund: $355.00 Budget:  $2,180.00 

Fulton PD Toy Drive: $86.00 Received:   $2,593.00 

  Over:  $413.00 

 

CRC News 

Thrive Faith Formation Tip – Around the world a lot of 

people are thinking about giving and receiving gifts for 

Christmas. Did you know that Christmas is, in some way, God’s 

gift to God? It marks that important moment when God entered 

our earthly life in order to restore God’s broken world through 

the cross of Christ and the empty tomb. A restored world had 

been a desire of God’s heart for a long time, so now is a good 

time to write God a Christmas card, praising the Lord that 

salvation is possible through the birth of the Christ-child in 

Bethlehem. Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 
 

World Renew Nicaragua Young Adults Trip - Young adults 

(18–30), join us in Nicaragua from February 13-22, 2026! 

Experience God in another culture, while you explore poverty, 

international development and the global church through the 

lens of faith. Discover the impact of World Renew's work, 

witnessing how Nicaraguans are transforming their lives 

through faith and resilience. To learn more about this trip and to 

register, visit: https://bit.ly/nicaragua2026info! 

 

The Gift of Christmas - Next week, we celebrate the gift of 

Jesus, who left his heavenly home to offer us the hope of eternal 

life with him. By giving a gift for World Renew this season, you 

can help share hope in Jesus for families facing poverty, 

disaster, or crisis worldwide. Please give generously in the 

upcoming offering for World Renew or online at 

worldrenew.net/gifts 

 



Position Opening: Director of Justice and Peace - The 

Director of Justice and Peace position at World Renew is now 

live. This is a full-time, leadership role open to candidates in 

Canada and the United States. The director will provide vision 

and strategic leadership for World Renew’s Justice and Peace 

Program, guiding staff, projects, partnerships, resource 

development, and external engagement. This position will 

strengthen World Renew’s capacity in Justice and Peace 

initiatives, ensuring programming is rooted in biblical principles 

and aligned with our global strategy. The director will 

collaborate across teams to deliver transformational, 

community-driven projects, advocate for systemic change, and 

engage with external partners to amplify our impact worldwide. 

Learn more and apply at worldrenew.net/careers by January 2. 

 

Community News 

Voices of Praise Christmas Cantata 2025 will be held at 

Emmanuel Church, 202 E Morris St, Morrison, IL, on Friday, 

December 19 at 7pm, Saturday, December 20 at 3pm, and 

Sunday, December 21 at 7pm.   
 

Unity Christian School Dedication & Kickoff: You are 

invited to celebrate God’s faithfulness as Unity Christian opens 

its new campus! Join the community on Sunday, January 4, 

2026, for a meal and dedication service at 1000 19th Ave, 

Clinton, IA. Meal at 1:00 PM, Service at 2:00 PM. Childcare 

available for Ages 1 - 4th Grade. Please RSVP for the meal and 

childcare by Dec 20: https://forms.gle/5YMYhVFeyAhvjZqB9 

Thank you for your prayers and support as we enter this new 

chapter!  
 

Calvin Seminary Upcoming Opportunities 
Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Greece (April 3 - 13. 2026): 

Travel by motor coach (6 days) and cruise ship (3 days) to sites 

connected with Paul’s second and third missionary journeys, as 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F5YMYhVFeyAhvjZqB9&data=05%7C02%7C%7C9590ead9c5ab4ef93df508de341c345d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639005492925615619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=deGZyMR3yx30xQ0aDAWbPXVMEeHH2RvaRhz8J%2FqVdu0%3D&reserved=0


well as visit other major sites of biblical, archaeological, and 

cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor at Calvin Theological 

Seminary and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this inspirational tour. 

For more info, contact Dr. Weima at 616-328-

3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 December 14th  December 21st  

Pastor John Byker John Byker 

Recorder & Sound Joe V. David D. 

Nursery Attendant Amy C. Stacy S. 

Snack Provider Lynell B. Michelle V. 

Server Lynell B.  Michelle V.  
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