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 First CRC Fulton 

December 1, 2024 - 9:00am 

Advent: Look at Luke: The Waiting in Between 

 

We Gather in Praise and Worship 

Prelude: King of Kings 

Welcome:  

Announcements:  

Call To Worship: Pastor Michael 

God’s Greeting: Pastor Michael 

Mutual Greeting 

 

Lighting of the 1st Advent Candle: Norah, Noelle, & Ethan 

 

Worship Through Song: 

Here I am to Worship 

O Come, O Come Immanuel 

 

Congregational Prayer: Pastor Michael 

Offering: General Fund & Building Fund 

 

Worship in Song: 

O What a Glorious Night 

Jesus Messiah 

 

We Prepare For & Hear God’s Word 

Scripture: Luke 21:25-36 
25“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the 

earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring 

and tossing of the sea. 26People will faint from terror, 

apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly 

bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When 

these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 



29He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 

trees. 30When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves 

and know that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see these 

things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32“Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass 

away until all these things have happened. 33Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
34“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with 

carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day 

will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come on 

all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be always 

on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all 

that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand 

before the Son of Man.” 

Sermon: Advent: Look at Look: The Waiting in Between - 

Pastor Michael 

 

WE DEPART WITH GOD’S BLESSING 

Parting Song: Majesty 

Blessing: Pastor Michael 

 

Announcements 

Preparatory Sunday as we look forward to celebrating the 

sacrament of Holy Communion next Sunday morning.  Let us 

examine our hearts and lives this week as we prepare to come 

to the Lord’s table. 

 

The Fulton Police Department will use our parking lot on 

December 7 to receive donations for their annual Christmas 

toy drive. 

 

The annual congregational meeting will be December 8th 

following the worship service.  Election of elders and 

deacons for 2025 will take place.  Nominees for the office of 

elder, (two to be chosen); Brenda Atherton, Ann Dykstra, and 



Stacy Stephenson.  Nominees for the office of deacon (one to 

be chosen); Eric Burns, Don Mathey, and Amy Dykstra.  The 

2025 church budget will also be presented along with a 

discussion of church building projects.  There will also be an 

open discussion forum. 

 

The next potluck meal will be January 12, 2025.  It was 

moved to this date due to conflict with the December 8 

congregational meeting. 

 

Community Involvement One goal we will be working 

toward in 2025 will be in getting our church more involved 

and known in the community.  Ideas for how to achieve this 

are being developed. 

 

New Address Joe Long has moved.  If anyone wants to send 

him a Christmas card please address it to: Joe Long, C/O 

Hammett House, 1845 First Avenue, Sterling, IL 61081 

 

Remember in prayer our members in care facilities or 

homebound:  Carroll E, Albert W, Leanna S 

Please send prayer requests to Pastor Michael at 

mhooke01@gmail.com. 

Please send all other bulletin information to 

FirstCRCFulton@live.com by Thursday at 7:00pm. 

December Birthdays 

1 Collin Burns 

1 Genevieve Tiesman  

1  Tucker Smith 

5 Kelly Dykstra 

6 Rollie Vander Eide  

8 Janelle Bradley - 2017 

9 Brenda Huizenga  

12 Don Mathey 

14 Alida Hooker 

18 Brenda Atherton  

21 Sheila Thompson 

27  Paige Vander Eide 

27 Ana Ton 

28  Rachel Elliot - 1996 

30 Stacy Stephenson

 



December Anniversaries

6 Mark & Ann Dykstra 28 Albert & Gloria Wiebenga 

 

Deacons’ News

As of November 10th, the General fund offerings are 

approximately $14,150 short. 

Offerings Received 11/24/24: General Fund 

 Budget:  $2,051.62 

UCSB: $164.00 Received:  $5,349.00 

   Over: $3,297.38 

Offerings Today: General Fund & Building Fund 

Offerings 12/8/24: General Fund & Benevolence 

Please place your offerings in the plates as they are passed. 

 

CRC News 

Thrive Faith Formation Tip - Advent is a season of waiting. 

We wait expectantly for the birth of Christ, and we wait with 

hope for his coming again. Yet this season is often marked by 

hurried consumerism and overfilled calendars. How might you 

practice “waiting” in new ways this Advent season? Brought to 

you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 

 

Churches Engaged in Faithful Welcome: Informational 

Webinar: On December 5 at 8pm EST, join Thrive and 

Exodus World Service for an informational webinar as we 

explain the new refugee resettlement opportunity for U.S 

churches called the Welcome Corps Program. We will break 

down the process and discuss how Exodus World Service is 

equipped to guide CRC churches and individuals interested in 

engaging in this faithful missional work of welcome. We will 

also cover all the steps to get started and answer any questions 

or concerns that you may have. 

https://crcna.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TV5U7ykARNSu

RcM8LRgKHw#/registration  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crcna.org%2FSocialJustice%2Frefugees%2Fwelcome-corps&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2dded546bb5044eb506e08dcf83e1993%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638658192803217273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tPxuyJ0rcZ7ZjwVukbfnuQ0XFBTzmgWEObKW3u3%2FiA0%3D&reserved=0
https://crcna.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TV5U7ykARNSuRcM8LRgKHw#/registration
https://crcna.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TV5U7ykARNSuRcM8LRgKHw#/registration


Give Thanks with World Renew's Advent Giving Tree - Let’s 

help people who live in poverty to experience more of God’s 

love for them with a Christmas Giving Tree! Each ornament on 

our Christmas tree from World Renew’s 2024-2025 Gift Catalog 

represents a gift for people living in poverty worldwide. Just 

choose an ornament and bring it, along with your donation, for 

the World Renew offering on Christmas Day. If you’re not 

attending services with us on Christmas day, you can also go to 

worldrenew.net/gifts or call 800-552-7972 to give. 

 

A Unique Mission Trip for Teenagers - Join a group of 

teenagers from multiple countries on a trip across three 

Central American countries (Costa Rica, El Salvador, and 

Guatemala) to learn more about these countries' histories and 

learn how local ministry leaders are working to meet the needs 

of communities in difficult realities. This is a great 

opportunity to grow in your faith and understanding of 

mission! Learn more and apply online at 

www.resonateglobalmission.org/encounter 

 

Community News 

Fulton Christmas Walk is December 6th, from 5pm – 7:30pm 

in Downtown Fulton.  The Jolly old Elf himself, decorated 

storefronts, Christmas shopping, town tree lighting, kids’ 

activities, live nativity, treats, and so much more! 

 

Annual Fulton Police Department Toy Drive on Saturday 

December 7th between 8am – 4pm in the parking lot of the 

First Christian Reformed Church, located at 801 15th Ave. in 

Fulton. They will be collecting new and unwrapped toys for all 

ages and as always, monetary donations will also be accepted! 

All donations will be distributed right here in the Fulton area. 

Come out and help make a difference for those in need! 

 

http://www.resonateglobalmission.org/encounter


Christmas in the Canyon Celebrate a frontier Christmas in 

Fulton’s Heritage Canyon.  Experience history for yourself 

with period buildings, reenactments, refreshments, and old-

fashioned fun.  Stay past sundown and experience the Canyon 

by candle and lantern light on December 7, from noon – 6pm, 

at Heritage Canyon, 515 N 4th St, Fulton, IL.  

 

Highland Community College Instrumental Music Holiday 

Concert will be held Friday, December 6th at the Ferguson 

Fine Arts Center at 7:00pm.  The Choral Holiday Concert will 

be held Sunday, December 8th at 3:00pm at the FFAC.  

 

Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Greece (March 28 - April 8, 

2025): Travel by motor coach (7 days) and cruise ship (3 days) 

to sites connected with Paul’s second and third missionary 

journeys, as well as visit other major sites of biblical, 

archaeological, and cultural interest. Jeff Weima, professor 

at Calvin Theological Seminary and leading Pauline scholar, 

hosts this inspirational tour. Contact Dr. Weima at 616-328-

3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu.   

 

Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Turkey and the Seven 

Churches of Revelation - (May 27 - June 8, 2025) Visit 

ancient sites connected with Paul’s first, second, and third 

missionary journeys as well as the seven churches to whom 

John wrote the Book of Revelation. Join Jeff Weima, 

professor at Calvin Theological Seminary and leading biblical 

scholar, for this inspirational biblical tour. Contact Dr. Weima 

at 616-328-3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu. 

 
 

 

Weekly Calendar 

Today Sunday Worship 9:00 am 

mailto:weimje@calvinseminary.edu


 December 1st December 8th  

Recorder & Sound Joe V David D 

Nursery Attendant Alida H Lynell B 

Snack Provider Ann D Marissa W 

Server Ann D Marissa W 
 

 
 


